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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 09105 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL. NATO, MARR, PFOR, GW 

SUBJECT: ALLOCATION OF SENIOR MILITARY POSTS IN NATO 
REF: USNATO 03987 DTG241932Z MAY 77 

1 . EMBASSY BONN CAN NOT AGREE WITH UK PERMREP KILLICK'S 
SUGGESTION THAT FRG DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER'S CALL FOR 
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GERMANY TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SENIOR NATO MILITARY 
COMMAND ASSIGNMENTS WAS MERELY DESIGNED TO PLACATE 
THE GERMAN MILITARY AND THAT LEBER HIMSELF MIGHT HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT. LEBER'S REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL 
POSITIONS FOR GERMAN GENERALS AND ADMIRALS IN NATO 
RECEIVED FULL AND APPROVING COVERAGE IN THE GERMAN PRESS. 

NO NEWSPAPER TOOK EXCEPTION TO LEBER'S POSITION THAT THE 
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FRG SOUGHT NO DIMINUTION IN THE NUMBER OF U.S. GENERALS 
AND ADMIRALS HOLDING SENIOR NATO POSITIONS BUT RATHER A 
REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF BRITAINS HOLDING THESE 
POSITIONS. ALL GERMAN MEDIA HIGHLIGHTED THE "ANOMALY 1 ' 
THAT THE UK HAS AS MANY SENIOR MILITARY POSITIONS AS THE 
U.S. (I.E., 26) WHILE THE FRG, WHICH PROVIDES THE 
LARGEST SINGLE CONVENTIONAL CONTRIBUTION TO NATO, HAS 
ONLY TEN. THE UK HAS A POOR IMAGE BOTH WITH THE GERMAN 
PUBLIC AND WITH THE GERMAN MILITARY BECAUSE OF REPEATED 
BRITISH MILITARY CUTS AND WHAT THE GERMANS CONSIDER TO 
HAVE BEEN SHARP PRACTICE BY THE UK IN TRYING TO BLAME 
GERMANY FOR THE UK'S DECISION TO PROCEED WITH NIMROD 
RATHER THAN THE NATO AW ACS. 

2. ONCE MINISTER LEBER HAD RAISED THE MATTER ON THE 
PERIPHERY OF THE NATO DPC MEETING, MAJOR GENERAL JUERGEN 
BRANDT, HEAD OF POLITICAL/MILITARY AFFAIRS IN THE 
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, HELD A PRESS BRIEFING ON 

THE SUBJECT. IT WAS THE GENERAL'S BACK-GROUNDER WHICH 
WAS USED AS THE BASIS FOR THE PRESS COVERAGE IN FRG 
NEWSPAPERS. AN EMBOFF DISCUSSED THE SUBJECT WITH ONE 
OF GENERAL BRANDT’S OFFICERS AND WITH DR. MARTIN BLOCH, 
MINISTER LEBER'S PERSONAL ASSISTANT. BOTH TOOK THE 
POSITION THAT GERMANY EXPECTED NO IMMEDIATE REDUCTION IN 
THE NUMBER OF SENIOR BRITISH OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO NATO 
COMMANDS BUT THAT THE FRG EXPECTED MANY OF THEM TO BE 
REPLACED BY GERMAN GENERALS AND ADMIRALS ONCE THEIR TOUR 
OF DUTY HAD COME TO AN END. BOTH EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
FRG DID NOT SEEK TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN SENIOR 
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OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO NATO COMMANDS. THE EMBOFF MADE AN 
OFF-THE-CUFF REMARK TO THE EFFECT THAT EXPERIENCE SEEMED 
TO SHOW THAT THE POSITIONS IN NATO NEVER SEEMED TO BE 
TRANSFERRED FROM ONE NATION TO ANOTHER BUT THAT NEW 
POSITIONS WERE ESTABLISHED TO CORRECT ANY IMBALANCES. 

BOTH GERMAN OFFICIALS EMPHATICALLY STATED THAT MINISTER 
LEBER WOULD VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE ANY SUCH SOLUTION TO THE 
CURRENT IMBALANCE PROBLEM. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: MOST OFFICIALS IN THE FEDERAL 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, BOTH CIVILIAN AND MILITARY, 

PRIVATELY AGREE THAT THE UK DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT TODAY 
CONSISTS LARGELY OF GENERALS, ADMIRALS AND BANDS. EVEN 
SO, THEY DON'T WANT ALL THESE UK GENERALS AND ADMIRALS 
FILLING SENIOR NATO POSITIONS. 

STOESSEL 
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